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g a flax flower, or putiputi 4]
Home
Weaving a flex lower s a good pojectfora  Loe
beginner in flax weaving. Flowers are quick e
and easy to weave and can be woven from
any variety of New Zealand flaxor fomany  Shop
number of other plants that have reasonably ~ Book reviews
long, strong leaves. These instuctions show 1890
ow to weave and shape a hibiscus in several ifieRERt weys.
and are taken from my book on weaving flax flowers

A

“If you are making the hisiscus from fax, you willonly need one

leat. Fold the two sides of the leaf together. If you are using
plant without a two-part leal, skip this instruction and the next.
Depending on the width of your leaves, you may need to use
w0 or more leaves held together a the bottom with sticky tape
or florists wire.

Push your fingerai, or a sharp paint, through both sides of
the leaf about five millmetres in from the join. When youve
pierced the leaf, it will spit. Tear off the spit portion along the
fulllength of the leaf

Split the leaf into strips of an even width right across the lea.
Take the spitts down as evenly as possible to the part of the.
leaf where it joins. Remove the outer edge sirip each side If it
“is narrower than the other strps.

For the sake of these insiructions, | have used stips about one centimetre wide 5o that
the steps are clear in the photos. A more atractive flower is made with narrower stips.

The number of strps is not important but f the strips are not of an even width, then the

weaving will be uneven
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Use the blunt edge of a knif to scrape the underside (the dul
side) of the strips several fimes. The strips will soften and curl
a e, Scraping also removes some of the moisture from the
leaf o it won't shrink as much when it dres.

Hold the shiny side of the leaf facing you with the stem
-pointing downwards. Fold the left outside strip back behind the
strip next to it and then fold it across to the right. Weave it over
the next sirp and under next strp and repea this weaving
‘across allthe strips 1o the rignt.

Go back to the lef side of the leaf and using the new outside
stip, fold it back behind the strip next to t and then foid it
‘across to the right. Weave it over and under to the ofher side
s before. Carry on weaving the next trps.

Continue folding each strip back behind and weaving to the
other side unii al the stris have been woven across except
the last one.

Turn the leaf around so that this stip s pointing out to the left
and the other strps are pointing upwards.

Fold the strip pointing to the left back behind the others and
then weave it over and under t the other side.

Go back 1o the left side of the leaf and using the new outside.
strp, fold it back behind the strip next to it and then foid it
acr0ss 1o the right, Weave to the ofher side as before. Cary.
on weaving althe strips across unti oy one strip s left.

Tum the leaf around so that this strp is pointing out {0 the left.
and the other strips are pointing upwards.
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Fold the sirp pointing to the left back behind the others and
then weave t across to the other side making sure that you
don't weave ito the stem.

Continue folding each strp back behind and weaving 1o the
other side unti al the strips have been woven across except
the last one.

Tur the flower around so that you can continue weaving the
next section

Weave this section and then tum the flower around again and
continue weaving the next sections.

Continue weaving around the flower unti the strips are just
long enough 10 tie & knot around them. Leave out any stips
that become too short. Poke them to the back to keep them
outof the way of the weaving and cut them of at the end

Tie one outside weaving strip around the other ends of the
other weaving strips twice. The basic flower is now fiished
and can be et ke this as a it flower.

Another way to finish the flower s to push the tied ends
through the centre 1o the back of the flower and then twist
these ends around so that the front of the flower curls up. The.
cured-up flower can then be tied in place with a separate sirip
fooped into the back of the flower and tied over the twisted
ends
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An alternative start

An alternative way of starting is to twist the sirips 50 that the
shiny side stays up before weaving them across. This keeps
the same shiny side of the flax uppermost all the time in the
“lower and so the flower has a more even appearance when it
aries.

Also, this way of starting makes an edge that curls under and
creates a different shape (o the finished flower. Again, the tied
ends of the weaving can be taken though 1o the back and
twisted around so that the flower curls up, or you can just take
2 couple of the ends through to the back for twisting and tying,
and leave the rest at the front

Different effects

1. Split the strps after several sections have been woven and
then continue weaving the spit strps as before. This changes.
the weave from coarse to fine as shown In the photo on the
night

2 Weave across two leaves side-by-side to make larger
fowers.

3. Weave two smalier flowers on the same stalk by using half a
leaf for each, starting them at different levels for a staggered
effect,

4. Cut the stalk oft the woven flower and ay the flower on ts
back as 3 table decoration

fyou enjoyed weaving the hibiscus, you may be nterested in my book on flax flowers,
‘which includes many more flower designs, and includes anather way of weaving the.
hibiscus that is a bit more long-winded but produces a ighter weave. This altemative way
of weaving works with both the foided-over edges and the curled-under edges.
sskiop
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